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‘Gerhard Goodness’ 
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First-year Gerhard Meyer, MLK Talent Show first-place winner, performs what he calls “Gerhard Goodness” 
at the 17th annual event held Friday, April 18. Meyer played “Sandstorm,” “Don’t Stop Believin’,” “Barbie 
Girl,” and “Sweetest Girl (Dollar Bill),” on his accordion. See more photos from the event on Pages 10 and 11. 


S.A. election 
results private 


Executive decision made to not follow 
bylaw and release totals; record of results 


no longer exists 


By Erik Wells 
Managing Editor 


Student Association Presi- 
dent Alex Monahan used exec- 
utive privilege to suspend an S.A. 
bylaw and withhold the release of 
vote totals for the elections held 
earlier this month. 

The decision was made with 
S.A. Vice President Mallory 
Wood, Monahan said. 

Certain bylaws, such as 
those dealing with elections 
can be suspended by the S.A. 
president when he or she deems 
it appropriate, said Gary Levante, 
S.A. secretary of student policy. 

The bylaw states: “Polling 
numbers will be released to the 
general student body; each can- 
didate will be made aware of this 
process.” 


There is no longer a record of - 


the-election results... 
A copy of the results wasn’t 


_ printed after they were cleared 


from the Web site used for the 
elections, Wood said. 
“We probably should have 


printed one out, but I honestly 
didn’t think to,” Wood said. 

None of the three competitive 
races in the election was close, 
Monahan said. The students in > 
the ¢ontested elections each lost 
by a large margin, which led to 
the decision to not release the to- 
tals,.he said. 

“Why go and hurt any of our 
students’ feelings? There’s no 
need,’ Monahan said. “The fact 
is they won, and that’s all that 
matters.” 

The three races were: S.A. 
vice president, Class of 2011 pres- 
ident and Class of 2011 secretary. 

In previous years the races 
were closer and more competi- 
tive, Wood.said. 

“The biggest thing was it 
came down to the students who 
did lose, and there’s no reason for 
them to be hurt by anything,” Mo- 
nahan=said: “That’s just the way 
we felt, and we made that decision 
and still stand by it that that was 
the best decision to make.” 


See ELECTIONS, Page 5 


$70,000 grant allows for continued rat research 


Psychology professor Ari Kirshenbaum and student test rodents to find cure for nicotine dependence 


By Jade Csizmesia _ 
Staff Writer 


This summer, St. Michael’s 
psychology professor Ari Kirsh- 
enbaum and junior psychology 
major Seth Brown will continue 
their rat research in an attempt to 
find a drug that can cure nicotine 
dependence. 

Kirshenbaum and Brown re- 
ceived a $70,000 grant from the 
Vermont Genetics Network, a 
program of the National Institute 
of Health, Kirshenbaum said. 

The rats, which they get 
from Charles River Laboratory 
in Canada, are trained for about 
one month before any nicotine is 
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injected, Brown said. 

After they are trained, the 
rats are given a test of pressing a 
button to receive a small dose of 
sugar water. If the rat can wait 30 
seconds to respond again, it is re- 
warded with a treat, Brown said. 

The more nicotine the rats 
are given, the less they can with- 
hold for a second response, Kirsh- 
enbaum said. 

“What we’re demonstrating 
is the huge power nicotine has to 
produce impulsive behavior,” he 
said. 

The rats are injected with 
nicotine in the back of their necks 
because the located there lacks 
pain receptors, Brown said. 


None of the rats are harmed 
in the laboratory, Kirshenbaum 
said. 

The rats become accustomed 
to the injections, Brown said. — 

“We give them injections, but 
after a while they actually seem 
to like it,’ Brown said. 

The rats are injected with 
0.03 milligrams of nicotine per 
kilogram of body wéight, which 
is less nicotine than is adminis- 
tered in a nicotine patch. 

Sam Nikula, a senior at St. 
Michael’s, has mixed feelings 
about the rat testing lab. 


See RATS, Page 2 
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Family values: St. Michael’s drama 


Hanson coming: Group 

will perform this week at 
Higher Ground. Check out 
an interview with Isaac 
Hanson on Page 12. 


club learns about each other’s 
families preparing for the per- 
formance of “Over the River and 
Through the Woods,” See Page 13. 
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The rats in the laboratory are used to test nicotine’s effect on behavior. 








SPORTS 


Play ball: With two weeks 

of school remaining, St. 
Michael’s baseball balances 
a packed schedule with the 
end of the year. See Page 20. 
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Excerpts from April 4 to April 13, 2008, Security reports. This information comes 
from a censored log provided by St. Michael’s College Office of Safety and Security. 


SECURITY LOG 


Friday, April 4 


1:23 a.m. Noise complaint, Townhouse 200 
5:00 p.m. Harassment/threats, Joyce Hall 
8:15 p.m. Alcohol violation, Ross Sports Center 


4:13 p.m. Motor vehicle accident, Canterbury Hall 
4:56 p.m. Larceny theft, Lyons Hall 
9:00 a.m. Towed vehicle, Lyons Hall 


Sunday, April 6 


12:22 p.m. Drunkenness, Route 15 
1:22 a.m. Suspicious person, Ryan Hall 
1:28 a.m. Disorderly conduct, Townhouse 300 


8:56 p.m. Alcohol violation, Ross Sports Center 
9:23 p.m. Alcohol violation, Ross Sports Center 
9:31 p.m. Alcohol violation, Ross Sports Center 
10:40 p.m. Alcohol violation, Alumni Hall 


11:05 p.m. Alcohol violation, Linnehan Hall 


Saturday, April 5 


12:52 a.m. 911 hang-up, Townhouse 300 
2:25 a.m. Suspicious person, Doc Jacobs Field 
4:36 a.m. Suspicious person, Ryan Hall 

9:26 a.m. Alcohol violation, Founders Hall 
10:40 a.m. Suspicious person, Pontigny Hall 
10:45 a.m. Motor vehicle theft, Pontigny Hall 


1:28 a.m. Disturbance, Townhouse 300 
2:17 a.m. Drunkenness, Cashman Hall 
2:37 a.m. Motor vehicle theft, Alumni Hall 
12:21 p.m. Vandalism Townhouse 100 


Tuesday, April 8 


4:45 a.m. Vandalism, Canterbury Hall 


1:27 p.m. Drug violation, Townhouse 300 


1:43 p.m. Trouble alarm, Cashman Hall 
4:27p.m. Vandalism, Linnehan Hall 
9:29 p.m. Parking complaint, Joyce Hall 


Thursday, April 10 


1:02 a.m. Vandalism, Linnehan Hall 


Friday, April 11 


12:17 a.m. Alcohol violation, Alumni Hall 
- 10:54 p.m. Drug violation, Ryan Hall 
1:51 a.m. Alcohol violation, Hamel Hall 


Saturday, April 12 


2:32 a.m. Nuisance complaint, Joyce Hall 
3:37 a.m. Fire alarm, Pontigny Hall 

7:54 a.m. Odor complaint, Ross Sports Center 
11:08 p.m. Welfare check, Townhouse 300 


Sunday, April 13 


1:00 a.m. Fight, Ryan Hall 
6:10 a.m. Noise complaint, Canterbury Hall 





RATS: Students perform experiments in lab 


Continued from Page 1 


“T think it’s ethical if it doesn’t kill 
the rats and if the study is benefi- 
cial to human kind,” Nikula said. 

Animals provide the- best 
model for testing, Kirshenbaum 
said. 

“The only way to understand 
the real psychological and physi- 
ological processes involved in 
nicotine dependence is to study 
* them in an animal model,” Kirsh- 
enbaum said. “In order to estab- 
lish a good experimental control 
we would have to give nicotine to 
a group of people in a controlled 
way, and that is just unethical.” 

When Kirshenbaum is done 
with the rats, they are used for the 
college psychology department, 
he said. 

The rats are then sent to the 
University of Vermont where they 
are used in its neuroscience pro- 
gram, Kirshenbaum said. 

Kirshenbaum said he wishes 
he could find homes for the rats 
with students, but animals are not 
allowed in residence halls. 

Last summer, Kirshenbaum 
and Brown worked in the labo- 
ratory researching the effects of 
nicotine. Brown found repeated 
nicotine exposure increases im- 
pulsive behavior the more the rats 
were exposed to it, Kirshenbaum 
said. 

As a result of this, the rats’ 
ability to wait for a second sugar 
reward for 30 seconds decreased, 
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Brown said. 

“Last summer we found that 
nicotine produces sensitization,” 
Kirshenbaum said. “We think that 
this sensitization of impulsive be- 
havior might be an obstacle to 
successful smoking cessation for 
people to quit smoking.” 

If nicotine is linked to im- 


pulsive behavior, then people are 


more likely to smoke in a phase 
of abstinence, Kirshenbaum said. 
If they have an urge to use, then 
they will begin to use it again, he 
said. 

This summer Brown and 
Kirshenbaum will work with 
mecamylamine, a nicotine block- 
er that may help people overcome 
their tobacco dependence, Kirsh- 
enbaum said. 


They want to find out the 
_ effect of nicotine on rats’ brains 


because it is similar to what hap- 
pens to humans’ brains, Kirshen- 
baum said. 

Their research helps them in 
understanding the effects of other 
drugs, he said. 

“We're also interested in 
other second motor stimulants,” 
Kirshenbaum said. “So studying 
nicotine also gives us the oppor- 
tunity to understand the effects 
of other drugs, like Adderall and 
Ritalin, which are widely used on 
this campus.” 

Senior Sarah Schwarz, a psy- 
chology major, developed her se- 
nior thesis in the laboratory with 
Kirshenbaum’s help, she said. 
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Her paper is about chronic 
nicotine administration and acute 
dependence impulsivity, which 
also deals with rats and nicotine, 
Schwarz said. 

She received a $950 Psi Chi 
grant for part of her research, 
Schwarz said. 

Schwarz’ research is still in 
progress, but she too has found 
that nicotine reduces rats’ ability 
to withhold their response, she 
said. 

She and Kirshenbaum were 
looking to develop a new rat be- 
havior model for attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder, Schwarz 
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said. 

Since the beginning of the se- 
mester, Schwarz has been work- 
ing 30 hours a week in the lab. 

“I think everything we did 
in there was a learning process,” 
Schwarz said. 

Brown, who is the presi- 
dent of the Psychology Club, has 
worked with Kirshenbaum for a 
little over a year, he said. 

Kirshenbaum approached 


Brown his sophomore year and © 


talked about the possibility of 

getting a grant and doing research 

over the summer, Brown said. 
Brown worked four to five 
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Photo by Ali Destrempe 
From left to right, sophomore Ryan Collins, junior Seth Brown and psychology professor Ari Kirshenbaum , 
stand in the college’s rat lab. 


hours seven days a week in the 
lab last summer, he said. 

They are looking to publish 
their results in a journal, which 


Brown is excited about because 


not many undergraduates have 
that opportunity, he said. 

“T really enjoyed the idea of 
actually being able to do research 
and get involved with something 
that not many students are able to 
do,” Brown said. 
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KnightVision upgrade causes delays 


Incoming seniors struggle to register for fall semester classes required for graduation due to busy server 


By Carey VanWormer 
Staff Writer 


The office of the registrar re- 
ceived complaints from students 
about their fall registration. 

On Monday, April 7 at 7 a.m., 
registration for next semester’s 
classes began with the rising and 
returning senior class. Right away 
many students had problems with 
the registration program, Knight- 
Vision. 

The problems with register- 
ing were due to the Datatel soft- 
ware that manages all business 

’ processes, including registration, 
said Erin Slattery assistant direc- 
tor of Information Technology. ~ 

Last December, new soft- 

"ware was adopted after the ven- 
dor developed a major upgrade. 

Four days of registration are 
assigned to each class, registrar 
John Sheehey said. Each class is 
divided into three groups and stu- 
dents are assigned to a particular 
group and day. Classes that are 
not filled are reopened on a fourth 
day. 

Junior Lee Waterhouse log- 
ged on to KnightVision around 
6:50 a.m. and hit the register but- 
ton at seven, he said. 

“T got a message that the serv- 
er was full,” he said. “It wouldn’t 
let me back in for 10 minutes, but 
when I got back i in, u had all my 

-KnightVision is very slow 
from about 7 until 7:30 a.m., 
Sheehey said. 

; Junior Jamie Minchello, a 
business major, said Wednesday 
morning was her most discourag- 
ing registering experience. 

“Tt said that there was an error 
and too many people were logged 
in,” Minchello said. “I tried sign- 
ing in for the next 45 minutes un- 
til it finally let me log in.” 

A delay in’ the system has 
been causing students’ frustra- 
tion, Sheehey said. 

Since she couldn’t sign in 
to KnightVision, Minchello was 
only able to get two of the five 
classes she wanted, she said. Asa 
rising senior, Minchello expected 
to get all of the classes she need- 
ed, she said. 

There is almost always a so- 
lution to a registering dilemma, 
Sheehey said. Advisers can help 
students look for alternate cours- 
es, students can be added to a wait 
list or students can petition to get 
into a class, he said. 

Despite the problems, many 
students are able to register in the 
first 10 minutes of registration, 
Slattery said. On Monday, April 
7, between 7 and 7:09 a.m., 84 
students registered successfully. 

“Everybody wants to be the 
first person to make sure they get 
their spot,” Waterhouse said. “We 
could probably log on at 7:30 a.m. 
and be fine but everyone wants to 
be first to feel like they are guar- 
anteed a spot.” 

By the time Minchello ac- 
cessed KnightVision at 7:45 a.m., 
the courses for marketing minor 
were full, she said. 


After the first 10 minutes, 
the number of students register- 


“ing drops dramatically, Slattery 


said. On Tuesday, April 8, only 
six students registered between 8 
and 9 a.m. compared to 144 stu- 
dents between 7 and 8 a.m. 

The system..operates.._.fine— 
when students register later in the 
day, Sheehey said. The system 
cannot accommodate the large 
number of students whg register 
at the same time. 

“T think that our school 
needs to offer either more courses 
or fit more people into classes,” 
Minchello said. “In order to ad- 
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Tomato Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $12.90 Italian Pepperoni Freshly Sliced Green Peppers 
Garlic Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $12.80 Hot Italian Sausage Marinated Sun Dried Tomatoes 
Pesto Nut Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $12.90 Fresh Ground Western Beef Sliced Jalapeno Peppers 
Thai Peanut Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $12.90 Cob Smoked Bacon Roasted Red Peppers 
Regular Crust: $10.30 $12.90 Marinated Chicken Breast Freshly Chopped Garlic 
Extra Thin Crust ae Paice. $10.30 $12.80 New England Baked Ham California Black Olives 
Extra Thick Crust ““Sazge¥Oe” $10.30 $12.90 Anchovy Filets Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 

LEONARDO'S: Tax; *) i . Fresh Plum Tomatoes Marinated Artichoke Hearts 

: =! : e Freshly Cut Broccoll itallan Gorgonzola Cheese 

*A LOCAL VERMONT COMPANY yy 80. BURLINGTON : Fresh White Mushrooms Greek Feta Cheese 

+ SUPPORTS FRESH VERMONT PRODUCTS atau aeseee ‘ : Fresh Green Spinach Herbal Soy Cheese 

* USES VI.PART-SREM PAOZZARELLA CHEESE § BURLINGTON Ve. Crue y Freshly Sliced Eggplant Grated Parmesan Cheese 

+ USES VERMONT'S KING ARTHUR FLOUR 2 862-7700 Freshly Sliced Red Onions _Flavorful Four Cheese Blend 


TRADITIONAL FAVORITES MED, $13.80 LG. $16.90 H GOURMET FAVORITES MED. $13.80 LG. $16.90 


4. Classic Pepperoni Deluxe 


ftalian Pepperoni, New England Baked Ham, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, SygpSasil Pesto Nut Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, Roasted Red Peppers,= 
Sun Dried Tomatoes, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola Cheese 
‘ennel Sausage Gourmet 
tesh Garlic Sauce, Hot ftalian Fennel Sausage, Freshly Sliced Red 
Onions, Fresh Green Spinach with Gorgonzola Chease 
Goconut Curry Chicken 
Fresh Garlic Sauce, Curried Chicken Breast, Sweet Coconut Flakes, 
reshly Sliced Red Onions & Fresh Plum Tomatoes 
4. Classic Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Fresh Garlic Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, New England Baked Ham, 
Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Blended Cheeses 
§. Marinated Chicken Parmesan 
Marinated Chicken Breast, Freshly Cut Broccoli, Freshly Sliced Red 
Onions, Fresh Plum Tomatoes & Grated Parmesan Cheese 


Green Peppers & White Mushrooms 
2. Meat Lover’s Revenge 


italian Pepperoni, Hot Italian Sausage, Ground Western Beef & New + 


England Baked Ham 
3. Hawaiian isiand Delight 


New England Baked Ham, Cob Smoked Bacon, Freshly Cut Broccoli & 


Sweat Hawallan Pineapple 
exas Hot Buffalo Chicken 


fa westy Tomato Texas Hot Sauce, Spicy Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced 
Rad Onions with Mozzarella & Gorgonzola Cheeses 


5. Louisiana Cajun Creation 


Hot Italian Sausage, Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, 


Fresh Plum Tomatoes & Cajun Spices 
6. Roasted Chicken BBQ 


Marinated Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White 
Mushrooms, Roasted Red Peppers & Barbecue Sauce 


MED. $14.80 LG. $18.90 


Italian Pepperoni, New England Baked Ham, Hot Italian Sausage, Freshly Cut 
Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Peppers & California Black Olives 


“FRESH ROASTED” CHICKEN WINGS 
SINGLE (12) DOUBLE (24) DOUBLE/DOUBLE (48) 


$7.00 . . $13.00... 
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#3 $200 


Bu NO OTHER COUPONS APPLY 
98119000" EXPIRES 12/21/2008 


FREE DELIVERY 


MEDIUM 







ANY LARGE HAND MADE PIZZA 


¢ MC/VISA 


just to the large class sizes St. 
Michael’s has been accepting in 
the past couple years, this seems 
necessary. 

Waterhouse said _ registra- 
tion could be a day or two longer 
so less people log on at the same 
tite Sa ; 
“The ise is that the way we 
are using the software for regis- 
tration is not recommended by the 
vendor,” Slattery said. 

Slattery spoke to similarly 
sized colleges about suggestions 
for registration, she said. 

_ The registrar is always open 
to student feedback and sugges- 
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yg Basil Pesto Chicken 


6. Asian Thai Chicken 
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BREADSTICKS 


Garlic Cheesy 
$3.00 $4.00 







. $25.00 





BURLINGTON. $0. BUALINGTON 


Marinated Chicken Breast with Thai Peanut Sauce, Freshly Sliced White 
Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Bell Peppers & Cut Broccoli 


Pepsi * Diet Pepsi + Mountain Dew « Ginger Ale + Aquafina 


GARDEN 











Photo by Mike Connors 
Senior Matt Brown discusses registration issues with Katherine Orthman, office coordinator of the office of the 
registrar, on Wednesday, April 16 in the registrar office. 


tions, Sheehey said. The goal. is 
to make it fair for all students and 
minimize frustration as much as 
possible, he said. 

To improve the process, Slat- 
tery recommends that prior to 


registration students are randomly 
assigned to 10 minutes time slots. f= 


This would be the earliest time a 
particular student could register. 
The system would be able to sup- 
port this approach, she said. 

“T wish we had a magic an- 
swer and I understand the frustra- 
tion the students feel,” Slattery 
said. 
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Registration | 
by the 
numbers 


Monday, April 7 
Total of 198 students 


T to 7:09 a.m. 84 students 
7 to 8 a.m. 164 students 
8 to 9 a.m. 18 students 

Tuesday, April 8 

Total of 163 students 

T to 7:09 a.m. 96 students 
7 to 8 a.m. 144 students 


8 to 9 a.m. six students 


Wednesday, April 9 
Total of 166 students 


7 to 7:09 a.m. 89 students 
7 to8a.m. 149 students 


8 to 9 a.m. six students 


Thursday, April 10 
Total of 64 students 
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WHOLE WHEAT OR WHITE CHU ST - ° TRADITIONAL OR GOURMET PIZZA 


LEONARDO'S TOPPINGS MED. $1.500ea LG. $t.75ea 





MED. $13.80 LG. $16.90 


Four Cheese Fusion 


resh Garlic Sauce, Fresh Green Spinach, Fresh Plum Tomatoes with 
Mozzarella, Cheddar, Parmesan & Gorgonzola Cheeses 
2. Fresh Mushroom Florentine 
Freshly Chopped Garlic, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, 
Plum Tomatoes, Green Spinach & California Biack Olives 


3. Exotic Greek Island 


Freshly Chopped Garlic, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Spinach, 
Pium Tomatoes & California Black Olives with Lies Feta Cheese 
4. Santa Fe Hot Mexican Fiesta 
Fresh Tomato Salsa, Black Beans, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Fresh Phu 
Tomatoes, Sliced Jalapeno Peppers, California Black Olives & Sour Crea 
5. Gorgonzola Gourmet 
Fresh Garlic Sauce, Green Spinach, Plum Tomatoes, Marinated 
Artichoke Hearts with Gorgonzola Cheese 


6. Asian Thai Vegetarian 


ONE LITER $2.00 


FRESH SALADS 


GREEK 


$5.00 $6.00 


ona mx I at sao 
INCLUDED! | J 


Two MEDIUM, TWO-TOPPING PIZZAS 


NO OTHER COUPONS APPLY 


BURLINGTON 


EXPIRES 12/31/2008 


oh ca ee 8 | pli.981;0000 1: BXARES 1S eS ROR TOR 0] 


¢ FREE DELIVERY ¢ MC/VISA 


Thai Peanut Sauce, Freshly Sliced White Mushrooms, Red Onions, 
Green Bell Peppers, Cut Broccoll & Fresh Pium Tomatoes 


VEGETARIAN WORKS 
Freshly Cut Spinach, Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Red Onions, 
Pium Tomatoes & California Black Olives 


THE PARTY PAK * SERVES 10 $40.00 
2 Large One Topping Pizzas 
1 Double Order Wings ¢ 2 Orders Cheesy Bread 


wD 00 INCLUDED: 


TWO LARGE, ONE-TOPPING PIZZAS 
9, gus.sa OM 


e FREE DELIVERY 








MED. $13.80 LG. $16.90 


NO OTHER COUPONS APPLY BURLINGTON 


EXPIRES 12/3 1/2008 862-7700 
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New computers will 
arrive in the summer 


IT to replace old Gateways with new Hewlett-Packard models 
with more memory and larger flat-screen monitors 


By Kate Lanza 
Staff Writer 


Campus computers will be 
replaced the August. 

“It’s quite simple really, 
the warranty is up,” said Joann 
Trottier, associate director of In- 
formation Technology. 

The warranty on the comput- 
ers lasts for three years, and the 
college is compelled to keep the 
technology up-to-date, Trottier 
said. 

There are 1,100 computers 
on campus on a replacement cy- 
cle plan, Trottier said. All of the 
computers that have come to the 
end of their lease will be replaced, 
she said. 

The replacement will take 
place over the first two weeks of 
August, before the start of school, 
Trottier said. 


All Gateway e6300 model 


computers. will be  replaced., 
Trottier said. These computers 
are found in academic labs across 
campus. None of the college’s 
laptops will be replaced; Trottier 
said. 

The old computers. are part 
of the purchase price of the new 
computers, called “asset disposi- 
tion,” Trottier said. It is a one- 
for-one replacement plan, so the 
labs will have the same amount 
of computers. Funds are allocated 
annually in the budget to cover 
the remaining cost, Trottier said. 

The computers will be re- 
placed by HP 4600 work stations, 
Trottier said. These will have 
more memory and a larger flat 
screen monitor, measuring 17 by 
20 inches, she said. 

The new computers cost 
about $639 each, but the college 
gets a discount for buying in bulk, 
Trottier said. 

“Tm still negotiating the pric- 


ing,” she said. 

St. Michael’s works with the 
company CompUtopia, based in 
R.I. that has a partnership with 
Hewlett-Packard, Trottier said. 
The company will come in and 
pack all of the old computers up 
and set up the new ones. It takes 


“all of the-hardwiring and mice, | 


but the college reuses the network 
cables, Trottier said. 

An alternative to trading the 
computers would be to donate 
them, but without an operating 
system or software, they would 
be useless, Trottier said. 

Before the computers are 
removed from campus, IT runs 
the Department of Defense Data 
Wipe, a process that deletes all of 
the saved files and scholarly ap- 
plications, she said. 

Computer science profes- 
sor Greg Morrill said that in his 
experience teaching in labs, the 
Jean Marie computers are fine, 
the mice just tend not to work. 

More predominant problems 
that he found more prominent 
are application based due to the 





Photo by Mike Connors 
The Gateway e6300 model will be replaced this summer to keep up with 
the change in technology. 


compatibility with students’ com- 
puters or laptops in their dorms, 
Morrill said. 

Sophomore Casey Keefe said 
she is pleased that the college 
leases the computers because it 
create less of a tuition increase. 


“Tt would be really ee 


to~-give-to-these—-w 
the luxuries like we do as oak 
lege students,” she said, “but I 
am psyched that they at least put 
the money towards new ones be- 
cause I know it would reflect in 
tuition.” ° 


Corrections 

Name misspelling: In the April 

8 issue, Shannen Bishop’s — 
name was misspelled in the © 
photo credit for the pases 
picture of Wyclef Jean. 


Campus spring cleaning 


By Lauren Menno 
Staff Writer 


The warmer weather has 
allowed facilities employees to 
prepare the campus for spring 
and graduation. 


“Our number one thing right 


now is repairing the grounds 
from the damages from plow- 
ing,” said Dave Cutler, director 
of Facilities. 

The schedule for the grounds 
and facilities workers depends 
on the weather, Cutler said. All 
the late snow this winter delayed 
the preparation for the spring, he 
said. 

“Once the sun gets up and 
we know its going to melt the 
snow itself, that’s when we make 
the call to start,” Cutler said. 

About $130,000 is spent 
each year on grounds materials 
not including employee labor, he 
said. 

“We get a bucket of money 


Pa 


Facilities workers put fresh mulch down on a flower bed outside of Alliot 


Hall on Thursday, April 17. 


Put this summer to good use by pi ae off a few credits with UVM’s Summer 


University. Summer U is the ideal way to catch up or get ahead with over 400 courses 


in areas that fit general major requirements, as well as special interests and electives. 


uvm.edu/summer - 


oom: ae 32 10 


and we have to decide what the 
best bang is for it,” Cutler said. 
“This money goes to things such 
as mulch, fertilizer, lime, trees, 
maybe a new plow.” 

A lot of the preparation, in- 
cluding mulching and planting 
new flowers is for graduation, 
Cutler said. The goal is to have 
everything done by graduation 
so that the campus looks beauti- 
ful, he said. 

The warm weather and 


grounds prepration has brought ~ 


more students outside. : 
First-year Jennie Costello 

loved being able to hang out with 

friends when first arriving to St. 


Michael’s last fall, and is happy 


to.do it again, she said. 

“In the winter it is like ev- 
eryone is in hibernation,” Cos- 
tello said. “I love the spring 
because everyone comes outside 
again, and that is what I really 
missed.” 
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ELECTIONS: Vote totals not released 


Continued from Page 1 


It would be devastating for 
a candidate to learn he or she did 
not receive a lot of support after 
putting him or herself out before 
their peers, Monahan said. 

“Our decision was based on 
being human and respecting the 
feelings of people,” Wood said. 

Liam Danaher, S.A. vice 
president-elect, was in favor of 
the decision, he said. 

“Tt wasn’t my decision, and I 
support their call,” Danaher said. 

Arly Scully, former Student 
Association president, was sur- 
prised when she heard that results 
were not released, she said. 

“T understand the mentality 
behind not wanting to hurt any 
ones feelings, but we are now all 
adults,” Scully said. “If you are 
going to put your hat in the race, 
one of the things you have to be 
aware of is the possibility that 
youre not going to win.” 

The bylaw was added in spr- 
ing 2006 after E-board members 
brought the issue of vote totals 
to the attention of. then S.A. 
president Tyronne Walker and 
vice president Dave O’Connor, 
Scully said. Before, candidates 
were told how much they had won 
or lost in an election if they asked, 
She said. 









Spm 
- ‘Thursday, April 24 
_ Potluck lunch in Interna- 
_ tional Commons 11:30 









j Lounge at 9 p.m. 


Monahan and Wood do not 
see withholding the vote totals as 
a concern, they said. 

“Tt’s disappointing that this is 
such an issue,” Wood said. 

Political science professor 
Trish Siplon said not releasing the 
vote totals in a national politics 
context is bad practice. 

“If we want to have trans- 
parent elections, we should try to 
model that all the time,’ Siplon 
said. “I can understand people 


wanting to spare other people’s : 


feelings, but I think transparency 
is a really important value.” 
With controversy surround- 


_ing elections in the country, it is 


important at a college level to fol- 
low expectations that come with 
an election, Siplon said. 

Levante, who was defeated 
by Danaher in the S.A. vice presi- 
dent race, is fine without know- 
ing the vote total, he said. 

“You lose, you lose,” Levante 
said. “It doesn’t matter if you lose 
by one vote or you lose by a thou- 
sand votes.” 

‘Levante worked throughout 
the school year to develop the 
Web site used for voting, he said. 
During the election, when the site 
was operational, only Monahan 
and Wood could track the results 
online, Levante said. It was a 
good system, and there is no need 


to question it, Levante said. 

. Knowing the exact number 
of votes he lost by wouldn’t have 
upset him, Levante said. 

“Tt wouldn’t have affected 
me whether I was told I lost by 
50 votes or whether I lost by 150 
votes,” Levante said. “It really 
wouldn’t have affected. me be- 
cause I ran my campaign on what 
I believe and what:I’ve accom- 
plished.” 

The voting program was 
designed to clear out all election 
information three days after the 
election, on Sunday, April 6, Mo- 
nahan said. 

This was the first year the 

S.A. used an online voting sys- 
tem that was designed specifical- 
ly for the school, Monahan said. 
In previous years a system was 
rented out, he said. The online 
voting system cost about $2,100, 
he said. 
The Defender first inquired 
about the election results on Sat- 
urday, April 5 and found out 
April 6 that the Web site had been 
cleared and the results were no 
longer available. 


Additional reporting by Katie Ro- 
bichaud 
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Students wait in line for food from the grill on Sunday, April 20 in front 
of the Durick Library as part of Earth Week Kickoff. A number of musi- 
cal performances and talks were part of the afternoon. 








Seniors donate fireplace 
to future alumni center 


By Lucia Suarez Sang 
Staff Writer 


The Class of 2008 will give 
the college a fireplace for the 
new Pomerleau Alumni Center 
as its senior gift. The construc- 
tion of the fireplace will begin 
this summer. 

Colleen Vanderstreet, 
assistant director for the St. 
Michael’s Fund, approached the 
Senior Class Gift Committee 
at the beginning of the spring 
semester with 10 possible gift 
ideas. The committee consisted 
of 12 seniors who narrowed down 
the list in February, Vanderstreet 
said. 

“The committee picked 
three: a scholarship, an environ- 
mental fund and then the fire- 
place,” Vanderstreet said. “Then 
the vote went out to the class.” 

Students voted through Sur- 
veyMonkey, an online survey 
service. During the last week 
of February, 230 seniors, which 
is over 50 percent of the class, 
voted on the three choices chosen 
by the committee. 

The fireplace for the 


~ Pomerleau Alumni Center was 


first with 36.5 percent of the 
votes, followed closely by the 
scholarship fund with 36.1 per- 
cent of the votes, junior and com- 
mittee chair Jill Dalfonso said. 

_.. “We. double-checked .. to 


make sure no one had voted more - 


than once,” she said. 

After the voting was fin- 
ished, the committee members 
asked the senior class to make 
$10 contributions for the fire- 
place. No monetary goal was 
set, committee member Leslie 
Pomponi said. 

Committee member Alex 
Monahan said the fireplace 
made the most sense as a senior 
class gift because it was already 
included in the budget for the 
alumni center. 

The money the senior class 
raised would be a budget replace- 
ment, Dalfonso said. 

Antonio Pomerleau donated 
half of the money for the alumni 
center, and the other half was 
matched with donations. 
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World Music Intensive: Gamelan, and Physical Theater. 


uvm.edu/summer - 800.639.3210 


The committee decided 
not to raise money to build an 
entirely new structure, like the 
clock outside of the Chapel of St. 
Michael the Archangel, Dalfonso 
said. 

“The problem with (material 
gifts) is that it’s not in the budget 
already of the school,” Dalfonso 
said. “Say if the clock breaks, 
then that’s money that the school 
has to spend that they did not al- 
locate for.” 

The committee wanted the 
senior class to participate in do- 
nating money for the budget re- 
placement, but not to focus on a 
set amount of money to raise, she 
said. 

“If we get 75 percent of our 
class to give, it will be the high- 
est it’s been since the senior gift 
was ever started,” she said. “We 
have about 15 percent (participa- 
tion) so far.” 

The idea of senior class gift 
is to show the importance of 
giving back to the school, Dal- 
fonso said. 

Although the majority of the 
class voted for the fireplace, some 
seniors did not agree with the 
outcome. Senior Dan Borkowski 
voted for the scholarship fund 
and said he will not give money 
for a gift he does not agree with. 

“T think that it’s totally ab- 
surd,” Borkowski said. “Instead 
of it. being a gift forthe better- 
ment of the school, it’s a gift for 
ourselves.” 

Pomponi voted for the 
scholarship fund. She said it 
would be nice to simply give 
money to something that will be 
in the class’ name. 

“The whole idea of the se- 
nior class gift is to somehow uni- 
fy the class,” Vanderstreet said. 
“Senior weeks come and go. P- 
Days come and go. But it’s things 
like the senior class gifts that are 
the lasting impression that the 
college remembers.” 
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OPINION 





Editorial 


Rekindled spirit 


alf an hour prior to the event, McCarthy Arts Cen- 

ter was nearly filled to capacity. Audience members 

spilled into the theater, their steps in synch with the 
pulse of the music. 

Event workers in yellow T-shirts rushed to and from the 
stage as the faces in the audience grinned with anticipation. 
At four minutes past 7 p.m., the lights dimmed, the music cut 
and the crowd hushed. 

The 17th Annual MLK Society Talent Show was ready 
to begin. 

Evety day, St. Michael’s students attend professors’ 


lectures in class. Every week, they gather in McCarthy, the : 


Farrell Room and Hoeh! to hear Got SKILLS iecapalic po- 
etry readings and plays. 
But on Friday, April 18, students. assembled to watch 


their classmates showcase their talents in one of the greatest 


displays of school spirit St. Michael’s has seen this year. 

It was the kind of enthusiasm reminiscent of high school 
football games and pep rallies — or when the St. Michael’s 
hockey team won the Northeast-10 championship. For one 
evening, St. Michael’s students appreciated one another’s 
unique talents — whether it was a guitar-accompanied rendi- 
tion of Jewel’s “You Were Meant for Me” or an off-the-cuff 
comedy skit. 


The emcees, senior Kevin Anglin ary junior fiae Da- 


naher, riled up the crowd with their introduction video, .a 


spoof on the TV shows “Cops,” “Cheaters” and “The Con-. 
tender.” and with their energetic stage presence. As the in- 
between-acts entertainment, the duo gee as much applause is 





as the talent themselves. 





St. Michael’s has: ney talented and involved sebllonis a 
They are representatives of student-run clubs and leaders of — 


student government. They are theater majors with a knack 
for the spotlight and environmental activists who put on an 
Earth Week celebration, never mind just one day. 
But we rarely see. hose other csc the 





college: its diverse and talented students. 
_A round of applause for all of you. ° 


— Courtney Lamdin 


executive editor 
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' As the editorial staff of The Defender, the student-run news @ 
‘paper of St: Michael’ s College, we strive to accurately, profession-_ 
“ all and ethically gets the hews ee the ‘lives ie —— 





connect and celebrate what defines the persnkaliey of this 





PHOTOS OF THE WEEK | Peaceful protesting 



























; Phbta! by Mike Connors __ 
Suniors Maggie Rowlands ant Derek Souza protest products sold at the ‘St. Michael’s Becks 
donwaes Saue 10. 










Moose treks through campus — 























Photo courtesy of Kristin ‘Wandasiewioz 
A moose calf stops by the Office of Safety and d Security on sectey, Aes 8. 






: Swear Jean concert was poorly covered e 


When I called home on Sun- 
- day, April 6, my mom asked me, 
in that knowing mom tone, just 
how much fun did Ihave at that: 
Wyclef Jean concert on Friday? 

I was a little confused until 
she told me about something she 
read in the Worcester Telegram 

. & Gazette, the newspaper we get 
| athome. A quick online search | 
brought me to a short Asséciated concert, St. Michael’s faculty or 
|. Press story that was titled “Too staff or anyon who, was at the 
| Much Boozing at St. Michael’s”. Wyclef s 
I wasn’t reall surprised. on 













left out of The Defender’ s story. 
It happened, so it needs to be 
reported. However, this minority 
of concert-goers who presented a 
problem-dominated the article. . 
I know The Defender staff 
' was close to deadline and had 
to get a story together quickly. 
However, a few phone.calls — 
to students who worked at the 


As journalists, our job isn f 
to write public relations pieces 
for the S.A. or give undeserved — 
pats on the back, but the things 
that went well on Friday should — 
not have been left out of Erik _ 

_ Wells’ article. A story head- ~ es 
lined “Wyclef concert sceneof = 
- arrests,” containing information — 
only about backup police forces, 
arrest warrants and wasted kids, 
isa sensational story. eed 
é To give an article about an” 
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When I picked up my copy of 
the April 8 issue of The Defend- 
er, I was literally stopped in my 
tracks by the entire front page of 
the paper. | 

First, I noticed our S.A. vice 
president-elect receiving his vic- 
tory phone call. I am hard-pressed 
to believe there is not amore news- 
worthy photo that should take the 
front page, above-the-fold spot. 
There is so little that gets printed 
in color in The Defender, and I 
am upset that this photo was cho- 
sen to be printed in color. 

More poignantly though, I 
noticed that Liam Danaher’s bud- 
dies are pouring Bud Light on 
their friend to congratulate him. 
Although I have no say in how 
he should celebrate his victory, I 
question whether one of the lead- 
ers of our Student Association 
should be portrayed this way. 


Negative news ref 








After studying the vic- 
tory call photo for some min- 
utes, I moved my eyes slightly 
to the right to read the headline, 
“Wyclef concert scene of arrests, 
ACT | trips.” 

After reading the whole ar- 
ticle, I learned that only one of 
the two people arrested was a St. 
Mike's student, and only three of 
the 10 taken into protective cus- 
tody by ACT 1 were St. Mike’s 
students. ; 

But still, the headline tells 
people all that they need to know 
to judge our community. I was at 
the Wyclef concert; it really was 
a great success because it was a 
great time. But since some people 
acted irresponsibly, St. Michael’s 
is portrayed in a negative light. 

Flipping the page down, I 
read more distressing news: that 
food services is $15,000 over 


roan nme i comme 


ects poorly on St. Michael’s 


budget because of students steal- 
ing tableware. That’s absolutely 
ridiculous, you guys. 

Though I know everyone 
takes an Alliot mug of coffee to 
class sometimes — we all run late 
— it really upsets me that people 
can’t be responsible enough to 
return at least some of the Fiesta- 
ware hoarded around the quad or 
in their suites. Are people having 
dinner parties with teal place set- 
tings in some townhouse some- 
where? Now everyone is feeling 
adverse effects of some students’ 
kleptomania. 

All this before I even open my 
paper, St. Mike’s. The Defender is 
a reflection of our campus to the 
community. Is this how we want 
to be presented? 


Jacqueline Cain 
Class of 2010 





Coverage of Wyclef concert was too sensational 


The Defender's coverage of 
the Wyclef Jean concert was dis- 
appointingly one-sided. 

The article on the concert 
came with a headline that pro- 
claimed the concert a “scene of 
arrests, ACT | trips.” 

Twelve people out of over 
3,000 — that's 0.003 percent of 
concert-goers — getting into 
trouble doesn't merit a “scene.” 
The Defender staff should know 
better than to resort to sensation- 
alism. 

Worse yet is that this article 
is the only piece on the concert im * 


PEA AgS : 


the entire paper. I didn't get to see 
Wyclef, as I had gone to the Kaki 
King show at Higher Ground that 
night, so I wanted to know what 
I missed. 

But there was nothing about 
the concert itself. Since Erik 
Wells interviewed Dean of Stu- 
dents Michael Samara anyway, 
why not ask Samara if he thought 
the concert was a success, despite 
the arrests? 

I know The Defender cut its 
arts section this semester, but in 
the interest of complete coverage, 
it still would have been nice to see 


areview, or at least reactions from 
concert-goers, administrators and 
the S.A. members who organized 
the show. 

Ultimately The Defender 
should have had more to say about 
the concert instead of focusing 
solely on a minority of attendees 
who were arrested. 

As a journalism major, I'm 
sorry to say that this one-sided, 
sensationalist coverage reflects 
poorly on our entire department. 


Tyler Machado 


‘ 
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Hip-hop artist Wyclef Jean performs at Ross Sports-Center on Friday, 


April 4. 








No such thing as an ‘African lifestyle’ 


I am writing regarding the 
title assigned to a column sub- 
mission in the April 8 issue of 
The Defender, which your staff 
titled “Living the African life- 
style.” 

I resent the suggestion that 
one can live an ‘African life- 
style,’ as this generalizes the en- 
tire population of the continent 
to one way of life. 

In reality, the continent of 
Africa is made up of 53 distinct 
countries, and ‘lifestyles’ vary 
tremendously both across and 
within these nations. ~~ 


My experience this semes- 
ter has been situated specifi- 
cally in South Africa, and even 
then it is unique to the commu- 
nities and families with which I 
have lived. 

I request that a note be made 
in the next issue indicating that I 
was not responsible for this title 
and am, in fact, deeply embar- 
rassed by it. 

Thank you for your under- 
standing. 


Caroline Howe 
Class of 2009 
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Alex Monahan, ’08 


them hiring me.” 


Sam Tatarczuk, ps Fa 


“Is that a holiday?” 


field.” 


Megan Macdonald, 10 





“Sexual encounters.” 


John Lucy, ’09 


“The all-day activities.” 


Morgan Powers, ’10 


“Not remembering P-Day.” 


Eddy Santana, ’10- 


“Nice weather.” 


Jessica Waterbury, ’09 


“The skydiving simulator.” 


“| heard they pay people $100 


to work. I’m looking forward to 


Derrick Cumberbatch, ’11 





“All the activities in the 300s 











Who’s hot, 





and who’s not? 


Professors weigh in on RateMyProfessors.com 


By Kate Reynolds 
Staff Writer 


This month, St. Michael’s students battled with 
KnightVision in the quest to create the perfect fall 
schedule. One outlet to help find the perfect class is 
a Web site called RateMyProfessors.com, a forum 
where 223 St. Michael’s professors are rated. 

According to RateMyProfessors.com, the site 
is a national Web site with over 6,000 schools, 1 
million professors and 6 million opinions. Students 
can search for professors at their school and nation- 
wide. When posting about a professor, students rate 
easiness, helpfulness, clarity, interest level prior to 
taking the class, textbook use, grade received and 
attendance. 

“No one should take this site seriously,” said 
John Hughes, professor of political science. 

Hughes, who became familiar with the site a 
few years ago, does not think the questions on the 
site are specific enough and do not capture the class 
experience, he said. 

“Anyone can get on that site and rate any pro- 
fessor, anytime,” Hughes said. 

Hughes was introduced to the site after he was 
interviewed a few years ago about RateMyProfes- 
sor.com usage on campus, he said. 

“At that time, you could award the professor 
chili peppers, to say the professor was hot. I pre- 
sume sexually,’ Hughes said. “I did not have any 
chili peppers, I thought, ‘that can’t be right, so I 
wrote a review ie myself ‘and gave myself a pep- 
pers 

Hughes enjoyed “peppering” himself so much 
he did it several more times. He also eventually be- 
gan awarding peppers to his colleagues, he said. 

“Tts sort of a fun part of the site. It doesn’t do 
any harm,” said Katie Kirby, assistant professor of 
philosophy and global studies. “When I was in grad 
ope at Fordham, we all knew who had chili pep- 
pers.” 

Peppers aside, Hughes does not think the site 
is a legitimate way of selecting professors, he said. 
One post on Hughes’ page was for a class he did not 
teach, he said. He contacted the site to remove the 
false post. 

Kirby and Hughes said they like an older fea- 
ture that allows professors to flag comments they 
think are false or inappropriate. The comment is 
then displayed as ‘under review.’ 

“T have had to (flag a comment) before because 
occasionally students will write radically inappro- 
priate things,” Kirby said. “Female colleagues have 
had students commenting on their physique.” 

A new element of RateMyProfessors.com al- 
lows professors respond back through video clips. 
No St. Michael’s professors have responded via the 
new feature yet. 

“T don’t know if I’d respond to negative feed- 
back because it is not always accurate or Morn 
commenting on,” Kirby said. 

Despite some content issues, Kirby likes the 
site and takes it seriously, she said. The SUMMAs, 
the standardized professor performance evalua- 
tions, weigh heavier in terms of change in the class- 
room, she said. 

“T do like the idea of the Web site as a place 
where students can talk to each other about profes- 
sors and courses,” she said. 

Kirby said she goes on the site occasionally to 
see what people post and has looked at some profes- 
sor responses. She is interested in what students say 
about her class in particular, she said. 

“If I were getting really high scores in the ‘easi- 
ness’ category, I would question myself,” Kirby said. 
“I don’t know if that is the best compliment you can 
get as a teacher, that your course is an easy A.” 

Fi irst-year J.P. McCormick checks out RateMy- 


"|. | Proféssors.coim to 160k’ up ‘classes ‘and see peoples’ 


Peppered 
professors* 


Jeff Adams, 
psychology 

Jon Hyde, journalism 
Mark Lubkowitz, 
science 

Carolyn Lukens- 
Olsen, languages 
Amanda Amend, 
languages 


Most posted pages* 


Jeff Adams, psychology, 50 posts** 
George Ashline, mathematics, 30 
posts 

Ronald Begley, classics, 30 posts 
Jerry Case, philosophy, 27 posts 
David Mindich, journalism, 27 
posts** 

Reza Ramazani, economics, oT 
posts 


*Ranked by number of posts on page ~ 
**Has a pepper 





opinion, he said. It is important to McCormick to 
get along with professors. 

“J think the grapevine in the dorms, especially 
on such a small campus, is pretty good,” Hughes 
said. “Students would learn a lot more about me 
from word of than they would from RateMy- 
Professors.com.” 

Mark Nigrini, associate professor of account: 
ing, proudly posted a photo of himself teaching ata 
whiteboard, he said. ~ 

“Back six months ago, the 4 to 5 professors 
with the top ratings in the state would be displayed 
on the side,” Nigrini said. “In order to get rankéd 
you need to post your own photo.” 

Nigrini recalls many Middlebury and Univer- 
sity of Vermont professors gracing the coveted right 
margin of top ranked professors, he said. 

“If more professors would put their photo up, 
they could climb in the ranking,” Nigrini said. 

As for his personal page, Nigrini has few scath- 
ing comments, he said. 

“When I look at other professors’ pages, I think 
the site may be called ‘RankOnMyProfessors.com’ 
because the comments are generally negative,” Ni- 
grini said. 

Nigrini shows the site to his classes to promote 
positive commenting, he said. The English, religion 
and philosophy pages have high positive comments, 
he said. 

“Tt makes it seem like all the good professors 
come from religion, English and philosophy, but it 
is simply that business students don’t go and say the 
nice things when the nice things are due,” Nigrini 
said. “I tell my students if they have a good experi- 
ence with a professor, go to the site and write some- 
thing out.” 
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By Roni Reino 
Features Editor 


TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) 


Look, something shiny! Now that the snow is gone it’s 
easier to find change for vending machine munchies. 


GEMINI: (May 21-June 20) 


Stop walking barefoot outside. The weather may be nice, 
but stepping on glass isn’t. 


CANCER: (June 21-July 22) 


Grab a friend and a Frisbee and go outside. Take a break 
from studying to enjoy the sunshine. 


LEO: (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Make sure to move your things into a 300s townhouse 


for Saturday. It will save you a trip to and from the field 
all day. 


VIRGO: (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 


Offer to help clean a friend’s place after a party. All those 
redeemable cans will add up quickly. Use the money for 


late night pizza. Je 
LIBRA: (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 


Get your friends together and design your last minute P- 
Day shirts. Find a catchy phrase that will have others do- 
ing double takes. 


SCORPIO: (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 


It’s time to fess up and réturn what isn’t yours. Don’t be 
the reason for the next Lost/Found e-mail. 


SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 


Time to start thinking about a summer job. Act now or 
you might be the giant lobster waving people into The 
Weathervane. 


CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 


Start prepping yourself for the free food at P-Day. You 
and your friends might find yourselves having a pizza 


eating contest. 


AQUARIUS: (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 


Throw back to the late 90s and play Hanson, Britney Spears 
and *NSYNC. 


PISCES: (Feb. 19-March 20) 


- The weather is beautiful. Go to North Beach and impress 
your friends when you're the first to jump into the water. 


ARIES: (March 21-April 19) 


Unhappy with classes for next semester? Start petitioning 
now. 


ane nm hander 


FEATURES 


Students and faculty fight it out, family style 


By Emma Johnston 
Staff Writer 


The athletic department team, 
The Jammers, won the SMC Feud 
held by the Honors Program at the 
McCarthy Arts Center Thursday, 
April 17. 

The Jammers’ team captain, 
Stacey Peet, said she didn’t expect 
to win, but was very pleased that 
they did. 

“T had a great time,” Peet said, 
“except for the last round. It was a 
little too hectic.” 

The show was modeled after 
the popular survey game show 
“Family Feud.” 

Eight teams were made up 
of students and faculty from dif- 
ferent departments and groups on 
campus. Each team had three stu- 
dents and two faculty members. 
Departments represented were 
economics, chemistry, Residence 
Life, library and the Honors Pro- 
gram. 

Junior Molly Roy and show 
coordinator, said the goal was to 
bring faculty, staff and students 
together in a fun, competitive and 
non-academic environment. 

Each ‘team had a different 
name, some played off the depart- 
ment they represented. The Durick 
Likjeme team called themselves 
| yrms, and the chem- 
B5elled out the word 







ent element symbols. 
Zach Pratt and Ashleigh Mc- 
Crory, members of the honors pro- 


_ gram hosted the show. 


Organizers surveyed 50 peo- 
ple on campus before to the event. 
Contestants guessed the most pop- 
ular responses to the survey. 

One question asked, “what 
is the most popular activity on 
P-Day?” The number one answer 
was drinking. 

Another question that drew 
some laughter from the crowd 
was a question that asked, “what 
would you find in a student’s 
backpack?” 

Residence Life team was un- 
able to produce the fourth most 
popular response, which was beer/ 
alcohol. 

The competitors remained 
friendly. Controversy arose when 
one team’s noise maker, which 
was used as a buzzer, was louder 
than the other. 

“They were going to throw 
down over that buzzer,” said Phil- 
ip Noonan, a first-year student. 

The problem was eventually 
resolved, and the show went on. 

The format was tournament 
style. Two teams squared off, and 


the winning team advanced to the, , 


Feuders un its shirts using differ- 


next round, where face another 
winning team. This lasted until 
two teams were left. 

The winning team could then 
enter the Fast Money round. This 
required two members of the win- 
ning team to try to come up with 
the most popular answers to a se- 
ries of questions with a limited 
amount of time. Winners were 
told they would receive a prize at 
a later date. 

Pratt hoped students would 
enjoy the SMC Feud, because 
there was an opportunity to par- 
ticipate and get involved, he said. 

“There were trivia games be- 
fore, but nothing organized like 
this,” Pratt said. 

Donations for New Sudan 
Education Initiative were collect- 
ed during the event. The initiative 
works to build peace through edu- 
cation and raises funds to school 


children in the Sudan, said sopho- 
more Meghan Jaird, who works 
for the initiative. These donations 
will go towards backpacks for Su- 
danese students. 

Although donations were ac- 
cepted, it was not the purpose of 
the event, Roy said. 

The Feud drew a crowd that 
filled about half of McCarthy Arts 
Center’s recital hall. Pratt had 
hoped for a larger crowd, but was 
still pleased with the turnout, he 
said. 

“There were some conflict- 
ing events for the night, so that 
might be why the crowd wasn’t as 
big as we expected,” Pratt said. “I 
think everyone had a good time 
though.” 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER TERM 


This summer, discover a great city 


and new possibilities. 


* Launch your dream career with 


an internship 


e Study and travel in China, France, 


or Spain 


SUMMER 1 
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SUMMER 2 
June 30-August 8 
LEARN MORE: 
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than 70 subjects 
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Sophomore member of the MLK Society Eddy Santana thanks the crowd and all the participants as the talent show comes to an end at the McCarthy Arts Center on Friday, i pe 17. 


17th Annual Talent Show 


15 acts perform in MLK Society event — 


Photos by Ali Destrempe 


Senior Trevor Ashe takes second place with “The Evolution of Dance.” 


arg? 


The Sleepless Knights sing fany’s” in a capella. 

: LEFT: Sophomore Michael Sylvester plays the piano and sings to “Hal- 
lelujah.” RIGHT: Mike Check sings its a capella rendition of “Zoot Suit 
Riot.” The group took third place. . 


& 


Junior Matt McCarthy sing and plays the guitar in First-year Olivia Spaulding covers “You Were Meant 


; Improv group Rough Ed ; es acts out party quirks.. 
a piece he wrote. ) for Me” by Jewel. I g party q : 
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ABOVE: Junior Amanda Laprise plays a cross between “The Devil 
Went Down to Georgia” by the Charlie Daniels Band and “You Raise Me 
Up” by Josh Groban. : 


RIGHT: Senior Whitney Goduto dances a ballet routine to Flo Rida’s 
“Tow.” A ° 


Senior Matthew McCarthy uses an unorthodox approach to play his gu 


Junior Sarah Ryan pops and locks her w 
We Chill?” 


Online 


Senior Ashley Wheeler sings “Stay” by country Sophomore Hannah Shattuck-Pfeifer dedicated MLK Talent Show 


Sugarland. her version of “Angel” by Sarah McLachlan to her ; 
group sugar Srandituae s Check out the Defender Online for a 


slideshow of the talent show. 


www.smevt.edu/defender 





Hanson preview: 


Brothers coming to South Burlington 


By Katie Robichaud 
News Editor 

Every article about Hanson 
seems to bring the band right 
back to that bubble gum pop im- 
age. They are pictured with their 
long blond hair, singing “MMM- 
Bop” as adoring young girls hang 
on to their every word, scream- 
ing frantically and asking, “Tay- 
lor, will you marry me?” 

Since then more than de- 
cade has passed, and the Han- 
son brothers have grown up, re- 
corded three more studio albums 
and have become involved in re- 
search for AIDS in Africa. 

While writing and recording 
their latest album, “The Walk,” 
Hanson and some close friends 
visited South Africa. During the 
visit, they were inspired by their 
friends’ work and wanted to ed- 


ucate themselves about Africa, - 


Isaac Hanson said. 

“ Last November they revis- 
ited South Africa with repre- 
sentatives from TOMS Shoes, 
a company that donates a pair 
of shoes to a child in need with 
every purchase. Hanson and 


TOMS Shoes delivered 50,000 
shoes last November to children 
in South Africa. 

The brothers are married 





: What prompted you to 


take such an interest in — 
Tt was a really beautiful and 


the welfare of Africa on you 
newest album? 


— _ like once that trip was overand 
+ We felt like we needed — 
to get involved and didn’t _ 
know exactly how. We had 
some really close friends who 
were technology developers, 


and they were developing med- 


ical technology that they were 
about to launch in the United 
States. Before they launched 
it in the US., they said they _ 


hadn’t made a single dime off 


this may never make a single . 


dime off this, but we need to 
use this to save lives in Africa. 

So naturally, we were re- 
ally inspired by what they 
were doing and saw that as an 


opportunity to go get educated © 
and to go see what the lay. of 


the land was. 

Because of that trip, we 
ended up looking for some 
kids to sing on the album while 


we were down there. We had 


begun writing and recording 
the album “The Walk,” but 
we really felt like it would be 


amazing to come back with. 


something, you know, some- 
thing musical. To go to Africa 
and not come back with some- 
thing would be a real shame. ... 
They (childrens choir) came in 
and sang on the songs “Great 


i 


O & A with Isaac Hanson 


but we cant wait for the perfe 


_ direct inspiration from things _ 


_ complete t themselves. 


~ tion. 
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Photo by Taylor Crothers 
(From left) Zac Hanson, 22, Taylor Hanson, 25, and Isaac Hanson, 27, 
of the band Hanson, will play at Higher Ground in South Burlington — 
on Wednesday, April 23. The brothers are promoting their new album, 
“The Walk.” ; 


and started families of their 
own. (Well almost, Zac is ex- 
pecting his first child this May.) 
Much has changed in the past 11 
years, but Hanson is still on the 
musical path it has always been 
on. Currently, the brothers are 
on the third leg of their tour for 


“The Walk,” and will be in South 
Burlington at Higher Ground on 
Wednesday, April 23. After the 
tour, Hanson will be working on 
its next album and hopes to have 
a new record out next year. 
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Divide”, “Blue Sky” and the os : What do you think has 
song “Been There Before”. changed since creatin, 
- ae own label, aCe 
inspiring experience. We felt 








came back we felt like well w 
don’t have the perfect solution 






solution. — 







Vee some other ot 
inspirations you had 1 
while writing and recording _ 
: “The ae 









: We have often aid that “ 
much of our music is only » 
paral autobiographical, so p 








is even hard for even us to par- _ 





ticularly pinpoint. It’s always wi 





about telling a story. Some- | 





times you are just sitting there was ab 
_and you just find it in the mo- _ ative pr 
_ tion and sometimes songs will 






sit for years before they fully : S nie 






A song like “Been ‘There oe 





Before,” which is the second Ar. 





song on the record, is certainly; 
one of my favorite songs on the 
album because it reminds me 
of the songs we grew up listen- 
ing to. Ironically enough, the — 
song actually talks about that. 

That was definitely an inspira- 








that’s on S an indication — 
of time. — 













Interview by Katie Robichaud 
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Music Review 






co 
T) 


By Andrew Dennett 
Guest Writer 


or the first time, R.E.M. 
Re: making music to 

fit its name. Since the 
retirement of drummer and 
founding member Bill Berry 
in 1997, the band’s output has, 
at best, suggested a dreamlike 
state. At its worst, it has put lis- 
teners to sleep. 

Rumors of a new, louder 
R.E.M. record with a release 
date of April 1, did not nec- 
essarily encourage longtime 


fans. Were the rumors simply - 


an elaborate April Fools’ prank 
from an aging, complacent 


band? No —R.E. M.’s latest st re- - ben 
‘Tease, “Accelerate,” brings back» 
the intensity that made the band 


one of the seminal acts of the 
alternative rock movement. 
‘The opening track, “Liv- 
ing Well Is the Best Revenge,” 
sets the tone for most: of what 
follows. Searing licks from 


guitarist Peter Buck intertwine © 


with singer Michael Stipe’s po- 


~ litically motivated wails (“Don’t 


turn your talking points on me 
/ history will set me free”) to 
produce one of the band’s most 
intense rockers in years. 

This theme continues on 
the effervescent, oddly titled 
lead single, “Supernatural Su- 
perserious.” The song, driven 


by an insistently catchy guitar - 


riff and Stipe’s typically ob- 
scure lyrics, is one of the most 
exciting singles of 2008 so far. 
It’s the kind of tune best heard 
blaring through open windows 
over a car stereo on a warm 
spring day. 
However, not all of the 
pop-oriented tracks are success- 
ful. On the album closer, “I’m 






Band: R.E.M. 
Album: Accelerate 
Release Date: March 31, 2008 


~R.E.M. wakes up on latest release 


Gonna DJ,” Stipe slides dan- 
gerously close to banality with 
such contrived lines as “death 
is pretty final, I’m collecting — 
vinyl.” Considering that he has 
disowned his band’s 1991 hit, 
“Shiny Happy People,” in’ sev- 
eral interviews over the years, 
it is surprising that he would 
write a similarly cheesy tune. 
Besides the inclusion of 
“I’m Gonna DJ,” the record’s 
main weakness lies in its slower 
songs. Except for the shifting 
tempos in “Hollow Man,” few 
aspects of the ballads stand out 
after the CD stops spinning. 
The short running time of the 
album (less than 40 minutes) is 
beneficial here because while 
some songs ‘ are not memorable, 
none stand out as filler tracks. 
Though the entire band per- 
forms well, the surprise MVP is - 
new, “unofficial” drummer Bill 
Rieflin, who joined the band’s 
world tour in 2004. Though he 
is not flashy, he brings urgency 
to every song and drives his 
band mates to achieve more in- 


tense high points. 
“Accelerate” lacks the 
power. of earlier R.E.M. al- 


bums like “Murmur” and “Au- 
tomatic for the People.” Still, 
it is the band’s most consistent 
release in over a decade, and 
for a group already enshrined. 
as rock ’n’ roll royalty, positive 
consistency is all any listener 
really wants. 


Andrew Dennett is a junior 
Journalism major. You can con- 
tact him at adennett@smcvt. 
edu. 
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Krista Tunnell (left) and Katie Healy (right) try to convince Nate Beliveau to get married a 


Arts Center. 


$ 


Wines 








Photo by Mike Connors 


s they sit on the couch sharing cannolis on Thursday, April 10, at dress rehearsal in the McCarthy 


When the family puts in its two cents 


St. Michael's students present Over the River and Through the Woods’ in McCarthy Arts Center 


By Lauren Proctor 
Staff Writer 


Imagine eating dinner with your four 
grandparents with a blind date of their 
choice. 


grandmother pressures her to eat veal 
parmesan. Your grandparents desperately 
want you and this stranger to get married 
and try in vain to bring you two together. 
Sound like a nightmare? Or is it the St. Mi- 
chael’s student exhibition piece, “Over the 
River and Through the Woods?” 

The play, written by Joe DiPietro, was 
performed on Friday, April 11, and Sat- 
urday, April 12, on the McCarthy main 


Your date is a vegetarian, yet your 


stage. 

More than 250 people attended. the 
show during the weekend, said senior and 
director Kyla Waldron. 

In the play, Nick, played by first-year 
Nate Beliveau, is offered a promotion in 
Seattle, thousands of miles away from his 
home in Hoboken, NJ. His old-fashioned 
Italian grandparents struggle with his de- 
cision to move. They try to make Nick 
stay by finding him a girlfriend, but Nick 
chooses to start a new life in Seattle. 

“The show’s about remembering to 
stay in touch with your grandparents,” 


Waldron said. 


Senior Torr Terranova connected to 
the family on stage, and the characters 





Photo by Mike Connors 
Nate Beliveau (left) talks to Peter Hudson, who played his grandfather, in “Over the River 
and Through the Woods” on Thursday, April 10 at dress rehearsal. 


were similar to his relatives, he said. 

“It reminded me of going to my dad’s 
parents’ house for dinner,” Terranova said. 
“They’re like that.” 

First-year Katie Healy played Nick’s 
paternal grandmother. 

“My favorite part is probably the din- 
ner table,” Healy said. “We’re all together. 
It’s hard to keep a straight face during that 
scenes 

The scene is similar to cast dinners 
at Waldron’s townhouse, said sophomore 
Krista Tunnell, who played Nick’s mater- 
nal grandmother. 

Waldron prepared an Italian meal for 
the cast and crew instead of rehearsal one 
night, Tunnell said. Cast members quoted 


lines from the play and laughed through 


the meal, she said. 

“The cast has really become this big 
family,” Waldron said. “They’ve been there 
for each other and for me, when I started to 
lose my mind.” 

Members of the cast and crew told 
stories about their grandparents during re- 
hearsal, Waldron said. Actors and actress- 
es borrowed mannerisms and expressions 
from each other’s families, she said. 

“Everyone did a great job listening to 
those stories and capturing it all in their 
characters,” Healy said. 

The cast borrowed more than just 
characters from their families. They also 
used family belongings as props. 

Waldron’s stepfather’s mother made 
the blankets in the living room, she said. 
The cast fook sepia-toned, family-style 
portraits to hang on the walls of the set, 
said Jayden Choquette sophomore and 
stage manager. 

“It’s like a tribute to everyone’s fami- 





Photo by Mike Connors 
Katie Healy (left) talks to Josh Bardier at the 
Thursday, April 10, dress rehearsal in the 
McCarthy Arts Center. 


lies,” Healy said. 

All members of the cast and crew had 
at least one family member attend the show, 
Waldron said. Families drove from all over 
the Northeast to see the performance. 

The play brought back a lot of good 
memories, said Veronica Landino, Wal- 
dron’s grandmother. 

“There are big steps in life, but don’t 
forget those who get you through it. And 
laugh,” Waldron said. 
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Runners cross the starting line to begin the 5K run on Saturday, April 19, in the 300s field. 
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St. Michael’s hosts 5K Run 


Marketing students help raise about $1,000 
for Burlington’s Boys & Girls Club 


Photos by Ali Destrempe 


; Top male finishers 


LEFT: Allen Mead, 44, of Hines- 
burg finished first with a time of 
18:12. 


RIGHT: Senior Tim Williamson 
struggles after crossing the finish 
line with a time of 21:55. 





4st-18:12-Allen Mead, age41. 
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aking up on a Sunday morning, 
your mouth and tongue feel as 
dry as sand in the desert. You 
wonder why you feel like this. Then you 
feel the puddle of drool soaking your pil- 
low, and it slowly begins to make sense. 
Your eyes are crusted shut from make up 
that you didn’t wash off the night before. 
As you slowly open your eyes, the bright- 
ness of the morning burns and you finally 
are awake enough to feel the pain inside 
your head. It feels like a little man is inside 
there, hammering away at your skull. You 
think to yourself, ‘This can’t be happen- 
ing. Not another hangover.’ 

With P-Day right around the corner 
and the last few weekends of school com- 
ing up, partying might take a toll on your 
health. In order to be healthy enough to 
take finals, there is no time to be = Pee 





How to 
cure your 
ha ngover — 


Step one: ‘Kane your ‘body. Yes, oe crutlents like to party 



























Se your limit. 


students have engaged in binge drinking. Binge drinking 
completely thrashes your liver and kidneys, not to mention 


soyouwanna.com. 

Funnels, shotguns and shots are fun at times but 
hese ‘do fall under the binge drinking category and you 
will pay for it the next day. Remember even though alco- 
hol is fun, it is a poison. 

Step two: Pre-game rituals. This 

step is not about which drinking 
games to play before leaving 

- your room to head to a party. 











ged a night of drinking. 
“Hydrate, ‘don’t drink on 
an. nae stomach: and don’t buy 
cheap alcohol. 





Last semester’ 3 survey. 
OF responses from the St. Michael’s community on 


“end have fun, but this doesn’t give us an excuse to be stupid with : 
~ our actions. Know how much your body can take,-and don’t go over. 


“A recent survey found that three ot of ee five college 


puts you at risk of death via eicohn) overdose,” ste ; 


It is healthy things to do be-__ 


-d-a wide a See 


at are your plans for the year after you 
graduate? What do you think about 





- think of the current presidential election? These 
| : area sample ‘of the Deion that SMC Voice has 
gs asking. 

~ SMC Voice is a new ee on ‘campus focused 
on discovering your thoughts and feelings about 






~ Voice conducts surveys of the St. Michael’s com- 


munity on a wide range: of questions ee. 


life today. 

The club’s goal i is to gather people’s opinions 
in their own words and record them for posterity. 
It is our hope that these surveys will be of use to 
future generations as they look back and wonder, 
“What were they thinking?” 

Public opinions are usually well known, but 
personal opinions are often lost with time. Anne 
Frank is one of the most read authors of the WWII 


for a reason — her diary gives us her poeonat: un- | 


c _ varnished thoughts. 


With the rise of the Aisatie age, people. Sialy 
, creases letters and he oconds the . . 








physician-assisted suicide? What do you. 


oe current events, St. Michael’s and contemporary 
Aife ‘Based on Mass Observation, a social research 
~ group that records everyday life in Britain, SMC 





see <j rest aanenngecny ys ONea a 
t generatior on is more open to the idea, ‘but they e 


various moral/ethical issues, current events, per- 
sonal taste and everyday life. 


- Questions ranged from personal taste in mu- 
sic, to the possibility of a female Pens to fu- » 


ture plans after college. 

It is important that we, as a school and. com- 
munity, record ourselves and others thoughts and 
“perspectives today. We all know from classes how 


apirresting. and rent first person sources can - 
be. 





test new club on campus and leave behind a portion 
of your voice? 

Become a writer! SMC Voice will be coming 
out with a new survey this week, so look for our e- 
mails, click on the link and make your voice heard. 
Here is the feedback that we’ve already gotten: 

“I think one of the biggest aspects of college 
life is that you learn so much about yourself and 


others that it prepares you to go onto to the real 


world of adults,” said a sophomore female English 
and psychology major. 
“My favorite genre (of music) would have to be 


alternative. I enjoy the lyrics and the fact that there 


is.an actual message, people have talents, write 


their own songs and the songs mean something,” 
: said a sophomore female psychology | major. 


. “T want to travel across ‘the states in a black 


% Mustang convertible wearing | ared dress and stilet- . ; 
tos," said. a sophomore female a BY 








; Sig neice newer ake 
oS ced became ae % 





Rha he 


$0 ew can you become: unohed wah the At a : 


‘with projects, 





Stock the fridge with food and drinks for the next day to soothe 


the hangovers. 


“The moderating effect this will have on the absorption of alco- 
hol into your bloodstream in the short term may be more important 
than the clogged arteries in the long term,” according to soyouwanna. 
com. “The reason that food is so important is because it’ll sop up the 
alcohol so that it doesn’t all go directly into the bloodstream.” 

Yes, you will get drunk quicker if you don’t eat, but is it really 
worth the pain? Spend the extra money to buy the better alcohol. Mr. 
Boston and Zanka just will not cut it. 

Still not a believer? Pour some of that cheap booze on your closet 
door in any of the Quad residence halls. You will find that the paint 
will come off as you wipe up the potent alcohol. Imagine what it’s 
doing your body when you consume it. 


bed. 





Step three: The stagger home. After you 
make it back to your room, hopefully in one piece 
and not having vomited yet, try to land in your 


It'll be a lot more comforting to wake up in 
bed than on the floor ... 
you're so fortunate. 

_ If you end up not passing out right away and 
are still conscious, go to the bathroom and relieve 
yourself for all you bed-wetters. Get a glass of 
water, and drink it before bed. Refill and leave 


or someone else’s bed if 


by your bed to hydrate. 


Step four: The hangover. Ibuprofen and Tyle- 


nol do not mix well with the leftover alcohol i in your system and can 


cause liver damage. 


Instead, pop some vitamins to ease your pains. Drink sport 


‘drinks like Gatorade; they have electrolytes that will replenish your 


body. 


Get active. Strap on your iPod and tie up those sneakers. Going 
on arun will allow you to sweat out toxins that are in your body. Just 


remember to hydrate. 


If all of this fails then wait it out and sleep it off. Or just don’t 
drink! And if you don’t drink sorry that this was a waste of your 
-time. But if you do drink, come over to. The Defender lab and be 
‘thankful that you are not there doing work for eight hours on a Sun- 


day . ewe 


Erin Millard i is a junior: journalism major. You can contact her at 


a emillard@smcvt. edu. 


Spring has sprung 


pring fever has hit the St. 
Michael’s College campus. 
It is evident: with all the 
Frisbee playing, s’more grilling, 
baseball watching, blanket tan- 


“ning, reappearing skirts and flip 


flops and of course the. pathetic 
attempts to oe homework 


outside. 


‘ntorumetely: the last four © 


cis of ‘classes is one of the 


most critical 
times of the 
year, and it is 
when — spring 
arrives. 

There ~ is 
a scramble to 
complete work 
on time. Panic 
slowly sets in 





COLUMNIST 





papers and 
exams creep- 
ing upon us. 
In the darkness of January, 
sunny April seemed far away but 





staring at computer screens. 

Next studying and complet- 
ing all school work is important 
because it is what our parents-and 
professors expect, and it is easier 
than turning work in late. 

Socializing is important. to 
keep down stress levels. 

Finally, sleep is a necessary 
“to stay alert and healthy during a - 
stressful time of year. 

Spring at St. Michael’s is like 
no other time of year. Everyone 
wants to be outside without a care 
in the world. 

The reality is that while the 
weather is warm and sunny, we 
must also remember why we are 
here. So after a game of catch, lie 
down on the blanket with your 
friends and take a quick nap with 
the books open, 

Then worry about heading 
inside and finishing that paper 


due tomorrow once the sun goes 


down. 


jt is spring time. Birds are chirp- ~ 


ing, and the snow has melted. The 


day$ have grown longer, and the : he 


an ay ability to concentrate on school-. 
| work diminishes by the day. 


In order to focus and salvage” 
grades which may have slipped. 


during § ski season, we should fol- 
Yow the four S's. = = | 
- Soaking up the sun frees our . 
mind from the text books and our 
glazed-over eyes from endlessly 


. Megan Davin is a sophomore 
Journalism major. You can 

_ contact her at 
mdavin@smcvt. edu. 
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Courtesy of Taylor Crothers 


Hanson will perform at Higher Ground Tues. April 22 at 7:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY/22 


Poetry reading by Flona Samp- 
son 

Sampson is the author of 15 
books, including poetry, philoso- 
phy of language and studies of 
the writing process. 

St. Edmund’s Hall Farrell Room. 
7-8 p.m. 


Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 
Show starts at 8 p.m. 


$17 advance. $20 day of show. 


Musical: Halrspray 

Flynn Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

7:30 p.m. 

$60/$52/$38. Prices Include 


$1.50 preservation fee & taxes. 


Concert: Reel Big Fish = 


Higher Ground Ballroom. 

Doors open at 7 p.m. 

Show starts at 7:30 p.m. 

$16 advance. $18 day of show. 


Concert: Shotgun Blues 
Nectar’s. 

11 p.m. 

21+ Free. 18+ $5. 





Concert: Hanson 

Higher Ground Ballroom. 

Doors open at 7 p.m. 

Show starts at 7:30 p.m. 

$27 advance. $30 day of show. 


Concert: The Brew 

Higher Ground: Showcase 
Lounge. 

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 
Show starts at 8 p.m. 

$8 advance. $10 day of show. 


Akoma Drumming Ensemble 
Showing music of the Ewe, As- 
ante and Dagbamba of Ghana, 
with visiting Ghanaian master 
dancer and drummer Awal 
Alhassan, 

International Commons. 
7:30-9:30 p.m. 


Concert: Mad Sweet Pangs 
Nectar’s. 

10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

21+ Free. 


Concert: Railroad Earth 
Higher Ground Ballroom. 


FRIDAY/25 


‘Elvis’ Art Exhibit 

An exhibition of works on paper 
titled, “The Veneration of the 
Dead Elvis” by artist Salvatore 
Scalora, UConn emeritus mu- 
seum director and professor. 
McCarthy Arts Center Gallery. 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 


Psychology Symposium and 


-Psi Chi Honors Induction 


St. Edmund’s Hall Farrell Room. 
9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 


Concert: The Superpowers 
Nectar’s. 

11 p.m. 

21+ $5. 


Concert: Aztext 
Club Metronome. 
12 a.m. 

21+ $5. 18+ $10. 


Poetry Reading 
Borders Books and Music. 
4 p.m. 


Concert: Retronome 
Club Metronome. 

9 p.m. 

PX eS 


Concert: Mad Mountain 
Scramblers 

Nectar’s. 

11 p.m. 

21+ $3. 


Concert: Twiddle 

Higher Ground Ballroom. 
Doors open at 8 p.m. . 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 

$10 advance. $12 day of show. 


Everything Equine Expo and 
Horses 2008 ~ 
The region’s largest educational 
“horse show. It will feature 60 
seminars with.national and 
local equine experts including 
Jane Savoy, 175 exhibitors, 4-H 
kid’s corner, Breyer’s Model 
Horse Tour, Versatile Horse 
competition, silent auction and 
more. 
Champlain Valley Exposition 
Center. 
Hours: Saturday 8:30 a.m.- 6 
p.m. and Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 
4:30 p.m. 
Advance tickets, $6, day of 
show, $8, kids under 5 free with 
adult. 
Info: www.cvexpo.org or call 
878-5545. 


Horsin’ Around, variety show 
Evening variety show highlight- 
ing Vermont horse trainers, 
performing groups and stables. 
Champlain Valley Exposition 
Center. 

7 p.m. 

$12; 





Counterpoint Concert 
Acclaimed vocal ensemble, 
directed by Robert De Cormier, 
will give a concert titled “Nurs- 
ery Rhymes and Love Songs.” 
The program will feature pianist 
Paul Orgel and other instrumen- 
talists, performing with vocal- 
ists. Selections include Brahms’ 


Liebeslieder Waltzes, Janacek’s 


Nursery Rhymes, Bartok’s Four 
Slovakian Folk Songs and Paul 
Alan Levi’s Yiddish Scenes. 
McCarthy Arts Center. 


46 p.m. E 


Tickets available at the Flynn 
Box Office. 

Admission is free with a St. 
Michael’s ID. 


Concert: We The Kings 
Higher Ground: Showcase 
Lounge. 


_ Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Show 


starts at 7 p.m. 


$10 advance. $12 day of show. 





Concert: Toots & The Maytals 
Higher Ground Ballroom. 


Doors open at 8:30 p.m. Show. 


starts at 9 p.m. 


$23 advance. $25 day of show. 








WANT TO FIND GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS? 


WANT TO CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS? 


WANT WEATHER FORECASTS? 


Want to know where to 
get all this information? 


From student loans to Social Security benefits 
to buying surplus government property, 
all kinds of government information 
are just a click or call away. 


FIRSTGOVeov 


28°00) 2 Ebr Lesa 
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Ben & Jerry’s Free Cone Day 
All locations. — 

Noon-8 p.m. 

Info: 862-9620 or visit www. 
benjerry.com/burlington/. 


TUESDAY/29 «. - 


Concert: Jewels and Binocu- 
lars 

The group reinterprets songs of 
Bob Dylan. 

Flynn Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

7:30 p.m. gl i 

$21 adults. $17 students. 
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THE ARMY ADVANTAGE FUND. 
BECAUSE SOLDIERS DESERVE MORE. 


Now the Army gives you more choices for your future. Earn up to $40,000 
to start the business of your dreams or buy the home you always wanted. 
Log onto goarmy.com/aaf to learn more about the Army Advantage Fund. 
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Curran makes an impact on lacrosse program 


As her career comes to an end, she leaves St. Michael. 5 as the new all-time leading scorer 


By Chelsea Thompson 
Staff Writer 


Senior women’s lacrosse player Brynne Curran is 
now the program’s all-time points leader. 

With a three goal performance in a 15-9 loss to 
Bryant on April 5 Curran surpassed Amanda Lohin’s 
‘03 record of 156 career points. Currently Curran has 
178 points after another three goal day in Sunday’s 
22-3 loss to undefeated C.W. Post. 

“This is the best team I’ve played on in my four 
years here,” Curran said. “We have incredible depth 
and skill in all areas of the field, along with outstand- 
ing leadership.” 

Everyone has helped on and off the field to guide 
this team in a positive direction,” Curran said. 

Senior co-captain Julie Carey said outstanding 
leadership comes from Curran. 

“Brynne is consistent, hard-working and deter- 
mined,” Carey said. “I think she has emerged this year 
as an essential leader in the offense. She motivates 
the offense vocally as well as leading by example.” 

Carey has played with Curran throughout her St. 
Michael’s career and considers her a valuable asset to 
the team, she said. 

“As a player Brynne is not concerned with the 
number of goals she scores, or awards she wins, but 
the success of the team overall,” Carey said. “I think that 
type of player is what every. team looks for and we're lucky 
to have her at St. Mike's.” 

Head coach Carla Hesler said Curran is a yumibie 
player who has developed during her four years at St. Mi- 








Photo by Mike Connors 
Curran makes a run up the field against Merrimack on Saturday, April 
12. She scored three goals and had one assist in the game. - 


chaels, she said. 

“She works so hard both on offense and defense and 
she’s such an explosive type player,” Hesler said. “She uses 
all of her strengths to her advantage. She knows what she’s 
good at and she tries to make use of those strengths.” 

On her own, Curran is consistently doing extra work 


Senior Brynne Curran goes in for a ground ball while shielding of an opponent. Curran has 21 ground balls this season. 


St. Michael’s women’s lacrosse Top 10 
all-time leaders in points 









1 Brynne Curran ‘08, 2008: 158 
2 Amanda Lohin ‘03, 2000-2003: 156 

3 Kimberly Ryan ‘01, 1998-2001: 153 

4 Christine Sullivan ‘95, 1992-1995: 147 
5 Lauren Piekarski ‘05, 2002-2005: 144 . 
6 Megan Lagasse ‘07, 2004-2007: 133 

7 Kristen Palazzo ‘O06, 2003-2006: 127 

8 Joleen Wise “OO, 1997-2000: 121 

9 Megan Rule ‘07 2004-2007: 115. 


10 Amanda Soule ‘08, 2005: 110 










Northeast-10 Standings 


Southern New Hampshire 
Merrimack 








Bryant 
St. Michael's 








Bentley. 





St. Anselm 


Franklin Pierce 





to be fit, Hesler said. 

Senior co-captain, Christine Driscoll said Cur- 
ran deserves to hold this record because it was with 
the help of everyone on the team. 

“Brynne expects the best out of everyone 
whether they have been on the team for 4 years or if 
this is their first year,’ Driscoll said. 

Junior teammate Kim Berlo said Curran’s hard 
work is a major component of the team. 

“T'm thrilled for her, she's an incredible athlete. 
and this accomplishment really highlights her unde- 
niable lacrosse skills,” Berlo said. “She sets a high 
standard for our entire team to work toward.” 

Curran said that playing a college sport all four 
years can be stressful but is worth it in the long 
run. 

“Everyone that plays a college sport knows that 
it can be very demanding and at times especially 
when your academic demands are just as high if not 
higher,” she said. “I am proud of all of our seniors 
that have stuck with it for all four years.” 

Driscoll and Carey said Curran has shown a 
great deal of pride in her team and teammates and is 
admired by the entire team. 

“She is a huge asset to the team and we would 
definitely not be the team we are if she wasn’t part 
of it,’ Driscoll said. “She makes playing lacrosse 
look easy and I look up to her for all her hard work.” 

Curran’s 52. goals this season are eight shy of tying 
Lohin’s record of 60 in a season. The Purple Knights (7-5, 
5-3 NE-10) play again Thursday at 4 p.m. at Doc Jacobs 
Field against conference leader Stonehill College. 


Photo by Mike Connors 


Games played: 4 12 
~Goals:52° + 
Assists: 9 
Points:61 
Shots 110: pee es 
Shooting percentage: 473 
“Shots on goal: 93 — : 
Shots on goal percentage: 845 
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Lindsay Nants 


* | Sophomore | Tennis | Scituate, Mass. | Business 





Why chosen: Horne was 
named to the Northeast-10 
Weekly Honor Roll after 
she led the team with four 
victories against Assump- - 
tion College on Tuesday, 
April 8. 


High school: Scituate High School 

Started playing: At re three. 

Why SMC: To get the best of winter and summer. 

Favorite food: Ice cream 

Pre-game rituals: I put a new overgrip on my racquet. 
Favorite professor: Mark Nigrini 

Post-graduation plans: Hopefully cruising to California. 


Favorite sports memory: Coming back to win from facing 


match point down five games to none in the deciding third set in 
the quarterfinals during high school. 


Favorite sports team: Boston Bruins 


Role Model: My parents 


Knight Moves 


The weekly recap of St. Michael’s sports 


Men’s lacrosse (6-6, 5-4): On 
Saturday, April 12 nine seniors were 
honored on Senior Day before the 
Purple Knights.escaped with a 9-7 win 
over Bentley College. Senior captain 
Mike Boerma scored one of his three 
goals with nine seconds left in the 
first-half-giving-St»Michael’s’a6-3 ~ 
cushion at the half. Goalie Jeff Hannon 
withstood the barrage of Bentley shots 
late in the game, stopping eight in the 
second half and 12 for the afternoon. 


Women’s lacrosse (7-5, 5-3): On 
Tuesday April 8, suffered a 20-9 loss 
to No. 10 nationally-ranked Southern 
New Hampshire. Senior Brynne Curran 
and junior Kim Berlo each netted a trio 
of goals for St. Michael’s, but 11 first- 
half goals from the Penmen was too 
high of a mountain to climb. Looking to 
rebound at home versus Merrimack on 
Saturday April 12, the Purple Knights 
faced another sizeable halftime 
deficit. Despite the adversity, Berlo 
and Curran combined for five second 
half goals to help St. Michael’s to 10 
goals of their own in the half. Despite 
a hat trick by senior Amanda Soule in 
the second frame alone, the Purple 
Knights dropped its third straight 


Baseball (6-16): The Purple Knights 
hosted Middlebury College on 
Thursday, April 10. With a positive 
start, St. Michael’s and sophomore 
pitcher Mike Robert held a 4-0 


* advantage entering the fourth inning. 


The Panthers scored five runs in the 


~fourth inning and’three in the seventh 


to run away from the Purple Knights, 
9-5. First-year Mike McDonough 


- posted three impressive scoreless 


relief innings, allowing only two hits 
and striking out four. 


Softball (7-18, 1-15): In New Haven, 
Connecticut on Thursday, April 10 the 
Purple Knights suffered a pair of one- 
run losses to Southern Connecticut 


(4-3, 7-6). Junior Ashley Harkins tallied 


three hits in the double-header while 
first-year Meghan Colitti went a perfect 
3-for-3 in the nightcap. On Sunday 
April 13 at Pace, St. Michael’s fell 6-3 
in game one and 8-4 in game two as 
Megan O’Connor knocked five hits in 
the double-header, while striking out 
five batters pitching in the late game. 


Provided by Sports Information 








> Men's lacrosse: Greg Lazarus, Jeff Hannon 





p Women s lacrosse: = Bryne Curran, Kim Berlo 


> - Softball: Megan O'Connor. 


> , Tennis: John Lescure, Lindsay Horne 
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The legend of the 
‘invisible bubble’ sport 


n what may have been the 

all-time longest women’s 

lacrosse game, clocking 

in at about two and a half 
hours, the Purple Knights (7-5, 
5-3 Northeast-10) topped Bentley 
College, 16-15, in overtime on 
Saturday, April 19. 

For me, it was the first time 
I actually followed an entire 
women’s lacrosse game. Wom- 
en’s lacrosse is a sport long mis- 
understood by its followers, with 
constant frustration about the in- 
famous “invisible bubble” around 
a player with possession of the 
ball and the never-ending whistles 
for the mere tap of an opponent’s 
stick or a minor hip-check in a 
scrum of players. 

But it was the whistles, in fa- 
vor of St. Michael’s, that kept the 
team alive in a game where each 
team inched its way up the score- 
board toward a 14-point deadlock 
by the end of regulation. 

In the first half of overtime, 
Bentley ate up the clock, scoring 
midway through the first three 
minute overtime period. At the 
end of the period, fans stood up 
and started walking away from 
the game, thinking it was over 
— yet another sign that most fans 
don’t know the rules of the game. 
But there was still one final over- 
time period. 

This time, St. Michael’s won 
the face-off and maintained pos- 
session. Junior Amanda Pelley 
knotted it up, 15-all, 42 seconds 
into the second overtime. Senior 
goaltender Courtney Wakem re- 
corded a season-high 13 stops, 
making her most important two 
blocks during overtime, to keep 
the hungry Bentley offense at 
bay. 

Senior Amanda Soule fired 
home the game-winner with 1:33 
minutes left in overtime. Bentley 
attempted to answer back with a 
sprint down-field with 15 seconds 
remaining. A player lined a shot 
at net from 20 feet out. The shot 
whizzed over Wakem’s shoulder, 
after the buzzer. After a moment 
of confusion for both teams, the 
referees confirmed the game. 

I actually thought it was not 
a bad way to spend a sunny Sat- 
urday afternoon. The game made 
sense this time, and the referees 
even allowed some calls to go late 
in the match. But Bentley did re- 
ceive a yellow card after a player 
smacked senior Christine Driscoll 
across the face with her stick. 
Driscoll was awarded the ball 
for the bubble burst, but in gen- 
eral people were getting tossed 
around as Bentley grew bitter in 
the battle over fifth place in the 
Northeast-10. 

To its current 
women’s lacrosse can often be la- 
beled as “girl-ed down,” but his- 


followers, 


tory — and Soule’s performance 
as well as Driscoll’s smackdown 
in Saturday’s game — show that 
women’s lacrosse remains close 
to the fundamentals of the sport. 

Originally a game played by 
Native Americans, women’s la- 
crosse has stuck to the tradition 
of the sport, with limited contact 
and reliance on athleticism in 
agility and speed instead of physi- 
cal strength and manhandling, as 
emphasized in men’s lacrosse. 

Contrary to belief, it’s men’s 
lacrosse that has changed vastly. 
Incorporating. protective gear to 
allow checking and more violent 
play is a far cry from the 1,000 
Native Americans who lined up 
on a field spanning 500 yards to 
toss stones back and forth in the 
1600s. 

Today, lacrosse has evolved 
into the second fastest growing 
youth sport in the nation, falling 
just behind bowling, which takes 
the number one spot. 

Lacrosse has grown from 
club status to interscholastic rec- 
ognition in many high schools. 
Nationwide, there are about 
98,000 high school participants. 
Boys’ lacrosse increased 20 per- 
cent from 2001-2003, and girls’ 


participants doubled between 
2001-2003. 
The NCAA - established 


women’s lacrosse collegiate play 
in 1981, with 752 teams and 2,648 : 
athletes. By 2004, there were 
1,039 teams and 5,545 female 
participants. Division: II alone 
has expanded by 90 teams from 
1981-2004. 

With the sport on the rise, 
teams will only get better as kids 
are introduced to the sport at a 
younger age. The majority of 
players today were only exposed 
to the sport in middle school or 
high school. So as the sport gains ; 
interest in players, maybe it will 
in effect grow more attention 
amongst fans, and the fans will 
actually know what is going on in 
the game. 

As for the St. Michael’s wom- 
en’s team, it returns to league play 
on Thursday, April 24, hosting | 
Stonehill College, the 2005 Divi- 
sion II national champions, who 
are currently ranked No. 1 in the 
Northeast-10. 





Laura Tuveson is a senior 
Journalism major. You can 
contact her at ltuveson@smcvt. 
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Schedule is packed with 
games this season 


By John O’Brien 
Staff Writer 


St. Michael’s baseball is battling its 
way through a full schedule. In previous 
seasons, the team played up to 40 games 
before the end of the school year, includ- 
ing several against Northeast-10 ranked 
teams. 

“We were right on that number last 
year,” head coach Seth Cole said. “The past 
two years we have scheduled more games 
under the assumption that we won’t play 
them all but we’ll see if we can get at 40 
this year. ” 

The victories will be turning points for 
the team throughout the season, Cole said. 

“We kind of had a rough start in Flori- 
da, but we’ve been playing a bit better since 
we got back up here,” said junior outfielder 
Jacob Chadwick. 

Since spring break, the team has been 
playing consistent games on the road as 
well as at home. 

“Your whole life changes when you 
have a lot of games in a six week span,” 
said senior Matt O’Brien. “You don’t have 
a lot of leisure time and in that time you’re 
doing schoolwork, then off to two games, 
then practice.” 

This year’s team has eight seniors 
who have played three seasons. Cole said 
his team has handled the balance between 
schoolwork and their athletic commitments 
very well, he said. 


Men’s rugby prepares 
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Baseball competes against Northeast-10 teams 








Photo by Mike Connors 


Sophomore pitcher Mike Robert throws the ball during a recent game against Southern New 


Hampshire University. 


“T try to work with them and their pro- 
fessors to ensure they are going to classes 


for fall season 


New captains set the tone for spring schedule 


By Christina McClay 
Staff Writer 


As the semester comes to an end, the 
men’s rugby team will finish its spring 
season on Friday, April 25. They have 
had consecutive training and tournaments 
which were planned in early January. Their 
primary season takes place during the fall. 

“The spring season is more work for 
rugby officers because in the fall season 
the games are set up by NERFU.org so 
they don’t need to have a spring season but 
want one,” junior president of men’s Rugby 
and James Quill said. 

Every spring season, new forward and 
back captains are selected as well as a new 
president, Quill said. As soon as players re- 
turned from break, they met with the two 
coaches and officers to begin planning ev- 
erything, he said. 

Each game in the spring season is a 
scrimmage, Quill said. 

The team practices on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 4:30- 6 
p.m. 

“We have lots of drills that are good 
for conditioning and ball handling,” junior 
Jedediah Ladd said. “This season is more 
relaxed $0 we can see where everyone will 
fit in for fall.” 

Next week the team will play in a tour- 
nament, Beast of the East in Portsmouth, 
N.H. where 22 Division II teams play, he 
said. 

The team is in the difficult Central 


we play against a team that just dropped ate : eae 
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Conference, said Matt Brown, last season 
president and senior. 

“Tt doesn’t reflect how good the team 
is simply because we’re up against some 


teams that have just dropped from D1,” 


Brown said. * 

There are five teams in each confer- 
ence and the top eight go to the playoffs, he 
said. The team made playoffs and finished 
in the top half of the bracket for the confer- 
ence, he said. 

“For the numbers, it was a great 
achievement,” he said. 

In the spring season there are three to 
eight first-years who remain on the team 
from the original 15 that tried it out in the 
fall, said John Herman, former back cap- 
tain senior. 

This spring the team has played the 
University of Albany, Williams College, 
and the University of Vermont. Last year 
Williams joined their conference, said Bil- 
ly Collins back captain sophomore. 

“It’s a young team and we’re build- 
ing it up a good amount, Collins said. “We 
could always use more people there is a lot 
of good talent, the next couple of years are 
going to be a lot of fun.” 

Spring is a good time to play and test 
the teams strength against teams outside of 
their own division because the team plays 
within Division II during fall, Herman 
said. 

Middlebury is a game in fall where we 
can really measure where we are because 
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whenever they need to be, of course. This 
is a strong academic school,” he said. 


from Division I, he said. Being able to play 
them in spring helps gain strength for play- 
ing against tough teams in the fall, Herman 
said. 

The team’s last game will be against 
their local rival, University of Vermont 


The 27-man squad allows flexibility 
when. athletes are unable to attend class 
for games, Cole said. Three players had to 
miss the Purple Knights’ 7-6 victory over 
Middlebury, last Tuesday, he said. 

The senior class has taught the younger 
players on and off the field to be both better 
role models and students, O’Brien said. 

“This program has picked up a lot since 
my freshman year,” he said. “It’s picked up 
a lot of respect.” 

The team’s independent status allows 
them to play against teams in the North- 
east-10 conference. and Cole is excited for 
the team: to show what they’re made of, he ~ 
said. 

“That’s what we’ve done these past 
few years, we’ve challenged ourselves,” 
Cole said. 

O’Brien ‘said the schedule is bring- 
ing more competition and experience 
since they are playing against teams in the 
Northeast-10. 

“Every game we play is like a test,” 
said junior Tim Pilczak. “We treat those 
games like our biggest 
games.” 

With the re- ¢ > 
maining games / ye 
on the schedule, 4 
St. Michael’s 
will play three 
more home games 
this season. They 
are 6-16 but have improved — 
throughout the season thus far, Cole said. 
They look to finish with positive results, 
he said. 
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Photo by Mike Connors | 
Men’s rugby gets a chance to practice outside during its spring season. The team will play 
their last game on Friday, April 25. ° 


strong team, he said. 

Spring season is coming to and end so 
the team will play for fun to get better and 
in shape, said forward captain and senior — 
Evan Sivo. 


